What You Need to Know About Adoptees’ Birthright Legislation

	To whom does this bill apply?

	· Adult adoptees, 18 years of age or older

· Direct descendant of a deceased adopted person, 18 years of age or older

· Adoptive parent or guardian of a minor adopted person

· Birth parents

· Agencies and intermediaries who facilitate(d) adoptions


	What does this bill entitle adult adoptees to?

	· Access to an uncertified, long form copy of the adopted person’s original birth certificate.
· Access to family history concerning the adopted person including medical, cultural and social information.


	What does this bill entitle birth parents to?

	· The right to elect nondisclosure of their name and address on the copy of the birth certificate (only for birth parents of a person adopted prior to enactment).
· The right to express their preference regarding contact with their son or daughter, either directly, through an intermediary, whom they may name, or no contact.



	How can an adult adoptee (or other authorized person) make a request for this information?

	· Submit written, notarized request to State Registrar for a copy of the original birth certificate and any available updated family history.
· During first 12 months, submit written request to agency or intermediary for any available nonidentifying family medical history.


	When will this information be available to an adult adoptee?

	· Access to a copy of original birth certificate and updated family history, if available, will begin on the 13th month following the date of the adoption of regulations after enactment of this bill.
· Access to any available nonidentifying family medical history will take effect immediately.


	Why won’t the original birth certificate be available immediately following enactment?

	· Birth parents who relinquished prior to enactment will have 12 months following the adoption of regulations to request removal of their name and address from the copy of the original birth certificate that would be released to the adoptee (or other authorized recipient), upon request.



	When and how may a birth parent who relinquished prior to enactment request nondisclosure?

	· During the 12-month period after the adoption of regulations, a birth parent who relinquished prior to enactment may submit, by mail or in person, a written, notarized request for nondisclosure of name and address to the State Registrar.



	What happens when a birth parent chooses nondisclosure?

	· The birth parent’s name and address is deleted from the copy of the birth certificate which is released to the adopted person (or other authorized recipient), upon request.

· Birth parent is required to complete, to the best of their knowledge, a family history form including medical, cultural and social information, and return it within 60 days.  This information would be released to the adoptee (or other authorized recipient) upon request for a copy of the adoptee’s original birth certificate.
(continued)


What You Need to Know…(continued)
	When and how may a birth parent express a preference regarding contact?

	· Following enactment of this bill, a birth parent who relinquished at any time – past, present or future – may submit a written request to the State Registrar indicating their desire for: a) direct contact, b) contact through an intermediary, whom they may name, or c) no contact.
· This preference may be changed at any time.



	What happens when a birth parent files preference regarding contact?

	· The birth parent is required to complete, to the best of their knowledge, a family history form, including medical, cultural and social information, and return it within 60 days.  This information would be released to the adoptee (or other authorized recipient) upon request for a copy of the original birth certificate.

· If desire for no contact is indicated, the birth parent is encouraged, but not required, to update family history every 10 years until the birth parent reaches age 40 and every 5 years thereafter.




	What are the implications for a child surrendered under NJ Safe Haven Infant Protection Act?

	· The State Registrar shall deem that the birth parent requested nondisclosure and shall not provide the birth parent’s name or home address, if recorded on the child’s birth certificate.



	What are the implications for a person who was under the custody of DYFS when adopted?

	· The adoptee may request a statement that summarizes the circumstances under which parental rights were terminated.
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	What are adoption agencies and intermediaries who facilitated adoptions obligated to do?

	· During the first 12 months following enactment, provide adopted person (or other authorized recipient) any available nonidentifying family medical history upon request.

· Thereafter, prior to releasing any information, an agency or intermediary must contact the State Registrar to receive written notification if birth parent has submitted a request for nondisclosure.  If so, they shall not disclose any identifying information about the birth parent or the parent’s family.




Prepared by: New Jersey Coalition for Adoption Reform and Education (www.nj-care.org), 201-400-6714, April 2010
NJCARE believes adult adopted persons should have the right to know the truth of their origins and the right to obtain a copy of their original birth certificate.


